APPENDICES
THE COMPANY'S COMMISSION AND
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE THIRD VOYAGE1
WHEAREAS we, the Governour and Companie of the March-
auntes of London Tradinge into the East Indies, have chosen
you, Master [James] Lancaster, for the cheefe governour or
generall, to governe or rule all such marchauntes, mariners,
officers and other Her Majesties subjectes which are ymployed
by us or are or shall be shipped in any of the fower shipps by us
prepared and set forth for this present intended voiadge to-
wardes the East Indies: and whereas the Queenes Most Excellent
Majesty, approveing and allowinge of our choise of you to the
said government, and favouring the said enterprise, hath by her
gratious letters patentes under the greate seale of England, the
better to inable you to keepe your wholle companie in good
agreement one towardes another and in obedience and due
respect towardes you, geaven you authoritie to chastice and
correct such offences as shall aryse in the said voiadge, accor-
dinge as in the said letters patentes att lardge appeareth. Which
letters patentes extendinge onlie to the generall governmente of
your wholle companie shipped in the said shipps, for their civill
behaviour whilest thefy] are abroade in the said voiadge, and
not unto the managinge and ordering of the trade of merchan-
dize, for which the voyadge is principallie appointed and sett
forth: wee therfore, by theis our present letters or commission
under our comon seale, for the orderinge and disposeinge of all
such marchandize, gould, pearle, Jewells and other comodities
1 Miscellaneous Court Book, in the India Office Records, f. 2. Printed in
The First Letter Book, p. 4. For another copy see The Dawn, p. 132* A few
corrections have been made from this version. This commission, * conceaved
by the committies/ was read at a general court on 10 February 1601, and was
' well lykd of and agreed to be written in fowre severall partes, and unto everie
part the comon seale of the Companie to be added, to thende that in everie
ship one of the said comissions may be kepte in the handes of the principal!
merchauntes of everie ship* (ibid. p. 132).